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Cancer Research

Cancer continues to be one ofthe majorchallenges in modern medicine.In
Europe, more than 2.7 million people arediagnosed with cancereveryyear.
Patient-centred cancer researchis to becomethe standardin Europein the
longterm, becomingevenmore closely alignedto theneeds of patients. For
this reason, the researchministersof Germany, Portugaland Sloveniahave
today adoptedthe Principles of Successful PatientInvolvement in Cancer
Research.Thesenew generalprincipleswere drawnup in a multi-stage process
by patientorganisations, researchers, medicaland care professionals,
representatives fromindustryand funding organisationsas wellas other
stakeholdersfromacross Europe. Germany’s Federal Research Minister Anja
Karliczek explained:

“We are providing importantimpetus asthe Trio Presidency with thenew
Principles of Successful Patient Involvement in Cancer Research. Science must
openup acrossEurope. We needa change of culturein researchtowards
greater participation. These new principles callfor the systematicinvolvement
of patientsin cancerresearch. For example, this meansthat there willbe an
even greater focuson quality of life, which is so important to cancer patients.
The principles arean importantaid forpractitionersand offer specific
proposals foraction.In this way, they provide animportantbasis fornew links
between patients and scientists in cancer research.

“However, the principles also have significance beyond the field of oncology.
They canalso be appliedto health-orientedresearch as a whole. The clear
signalis that patient involvement must become more standard throughout
Europe. Thisisanimportant message for all patients in the whole of Europe.”

Quote Slovenia

Simona Kustec, the Slovenian Ministerof Education, Science and Sport added:

“We are expanding and transforming theboundaries of this research field by
emphasising thesuccessfulengagement of cancer patients, survivors and their
families into cancer research. Ouraimis to provide them with the opportunity
to becomeactiveagentsin theresearchand enable themto be at the core of
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shared decision-making. We are focusingonthe entirecancer
research/care/prevention continuum for better results and healthier
community.

“Therefore, today we pledge our dedicationto aligning nationaland European
researcheffortsand calluponallEuropean countries to joinin. Improving the
life and care of cancer patients and survivors should be our top priority, as
indeed it has been one of Slovenia’s health prioritiesalready since the EU
CouncilPresidency in 2008 and a defined objective of our current National
Cancer ControlProgramme.”

Background

Under Germany’s leadership, the current Trio CouncilPresidency adoptedthe
“Europe: Unite Against Cancer” declarationin October2020, which emphasises
theimportance of patient-centred cancerresearch.In adopting the
declaration, thethree countriestriggereda processwhich hasculminatedin
thejoint principlesof patientinvolvementin cancer research.

Overthe pastfew months, more than 130 stakeholders from 16 countries
across Europewereinvolvedin drawing up the “Principles of Successful
Patient Involvementin Cancer Research”. The contributors came from patient
organisations, cancer research, participatory research, the medicaland care
professions,industry, research management, funding organisations and the
politicaldecision-making level. Itisnow up to local, regionaland national
partnersinresearch and the patient community to implement theprinciples on
theground.

Patient-centred cancerresearchis to becomethe standardin Europein the
longtermso thatitbecomes evenmore closely alignedto the needs of
patients. By involving both those giving andreceiving cancer treatment,
researchprojectscan be better designedto addressthe realdemands of
patients. Thisin turnimproves projectimplementation. Including patients
already in the design of the research process alsoleadsto greateracceptance
of researchresults and generatesgreatersupport forprojects.

The National Decade against Cancer initiated by the Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF)in 2019 not only sets newstandards in
bringing togetherallthe stakeholders,italso buildsnew bridgesbetween
patientsandcancerresearchin one of its sevenfields of action, which is
devoted to strengtheninginvolvement.

Further information




®

Bundesministerium
fir Bildung
und Forschung

7 September2021|No. 181/2021
Page3of3

https://www.dekade-gegen-krebs.de/de/europe-strengthens-patient-involvement-
in-cancer-research-2677.html
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