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Karliczek: Germany and Namibia form partnership for green
hydrogen

Federal Research MinisterKarliczek and Director General Kandjoze of
the National Planning Commission sign Joint Communiqué of Intent
to establish a German-Namibian hydrogen partnership

Germany’sFederalResearch Minister AnjaKarliczek and Director General
Obeth M. Kandjoze of Namibia’s National Planning Commissionagreed to
establish a hydrogen partnership between Germanyand Namibia and signed a
Joint Communiqué of Intent (JCoI)in Windhoek and Berlin today.

Remarking on Namibia’sand Germany’s cooperationin the field of green
hydrogentechnology, FederalResearch Minister AnjaKarliczek said:

“Theglobalraceforthebest hydrogentechnologies andthebestsites for
hydrogenproductionis already on. We believe that Namibia has an excellent
chance of succeedingin this competition. We want to takethis chance
together.Iamproudthat Germanyis the first country to officially forma

hydrogen partnership with Namibia. The FederalResearch Ministry will provide

up to 40 million eurosin funding fromtheeconomic stimulus package for
cooperationwithin theframework ofthis partnership.

“Namibia has enormous potentialforscalingupa greenhydrogen industry. It
hasalot of vast unusedspace. High wind speeds in Namibia mean that the
generationof wind poweris particularly profitable. Solar power harboursan
even greater potentialthanks to over 3,500 hours of sunshine peryear. This is
almost twice as much as Germany has to offer. We thereforethinkthat

one kilogramme of hydrogen from Namibia will eventually cost between€1.50
and €2.00. This would be the most competitive price in the world whichwould
be ahuge locationaladvantage for hydrogen ‘made in Namibia’. The National
Hydrogen Councilestimatesthat hydrogendemand of Germanindustryalone
(excludingrefineries) willamount to 1.7 billion tonsperyear-and thisdemand
is likely to grow further. This estimate underlines that we need large amounts
of hydrogenandwe needit quickly and at low cost. Namibia can provide both.

“ThelatestIPCCreportisastarkreminder that we must pick upspeed when it
comes to protecting our climate. The countries that are particularly hard hit by
the effects of globalwarmingare those that have virtually no carbon emissions,
including Namibia. However, these countries also have a lot of sunshine and
wind - both of which are keyto generating renewable energyandtaking
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advantage of greenhydrogento cut emissions. Namibia was one of the first
countriesin Southern Africato recognizethe potentialof a greenhydrogen
industryand willpresentits own hydrogenstrategyin November. Germany will
play acentralroleinitsimplementation.”

Dr Stefan Kaufmann, Innovation Commissioner for Green Hydrogen and
Member of the Bundestag, added:

“A hydrogen-basedeconomywillbe a success if we take joint actionat the
internationallevelto unlock thepotentialof hydrogenasanenergy carrierof
the future. Only then willwe be able to deliver onthe climate goals of the Paris
Agreement. This is why internationalcooperation in researchandinnovation
forgreen hydrogentechnologiesis such a centralpillar of the German
Government’s NationalHydrogen Strategy.

“Namibia and Germanyenjoy close ties. We are awareof our shared history.
Together, we want to take powerfulactionto shapeourfuture. This is why I
travelled to Namibia shortly afterbeingappointed by Federal Minister Anja
Karliczek. ITamnowallthe more delightedthat ourtrustingandforward-
looking talks thenhaveresultedin today’s signature of our Joint Communiqué
of Intent. We are combining our strengths to advance the green hydrogen
economy to our mutualbenefit.

“To be more specific, we are planning to carry out a feasibility study and use its
results to implementjoint pilot projects and to strengthen capacity buildingfor
training skilled professionals on theground. Thefeasibility studyis aimed at
exploringthe potentialof a greenhydrogen industry, includinginnovative
seawater desalinationtechnologies, in Namibia as wellas possibilities of
hydrogenexportto Germany.Based onthis study, we will use pilot projects to
test schemes for greenhydrogen productionin Namibia andfor hydrogen
transport. We willtake into accountlocalneedsby placinga particularfocus
on seawater desalination. At thesame time, we will also look into the
opportunities offered byinnovative seawater electrolysis where green
hydrogenis generated directly from seawater. Exchange programmes for
studentsandexpertsas wellas scholarships for Namibianstudents willhelp us
to promote the generationandexchange of expertknowledge. Because even
the best technologyis worth nothing withoutskilled people!”

Obeth M. Kandjoze, Director Generalof the NationalPlanning Commission
(NPC) and chairperson of the Green Hydrogen Council (GHC) of Namibia,
underlined:

“This administration knows toowell, that thework of combatting climate
changeis not work thatstartsin 2030, norin 2050, its work that starts today,
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the 25th of August 2021, the day the German Government and the Namibian
Governmentjoined handsandsaidthattoday WE BUILD. We build a future
that would reflectthe aspirations of our people, the visionary leadership of this
Nation knows thata planet thatis 1.5Cwarmer,resultsin a planet that
experiences events thatusedto occur onceevery50yearsbecoming 8.6 times
more likely ...... and at2degrees these eventswilloccur 13.9 times more
frequently. Thatis nota home we want to pass onto our children.

“Namibia is particularly susceptible to climate change, two thirdsof our
existinginstalled generation capacity relies on hydroelectricity, which in turn
reliesonrain and theflowingriversat Ruacana. Accordingto the latest labor
force survey,23% of oureligible workersdepend on Agriculture - prolonged
droughts such asthe one we recently experienced area harbingerof
catastrophicnewsformany of our fellow citizens. We have to take ACTION
today!

“With the above daunting challenge in mind, the leadership of our two
countrieshas declaredanintent to deploy resourcesto provide scholarships
foryoung Namibianscientistsand engineersto honetheir skills with fellow
German and indeed globallike-minded peers as they seekto finda
breakthroughin relatedfields. We have resolvedto provide funding to
feasibility studiesand pilot plants that willdeploy cutting edge technology to
bringus closerto economically viable solutions thatwill unlock the potential
defined by our scientists.”

The NPCis a centralplanning commission in the Office of the President of the
Republic of Namibia, Dr Hage G. Geingob. Itis responsible forallissues related
to paving theway to thesustainable developmentof Namibia.

Background:

The FederalMinistry of Education and Research (BMBF) is providing funding
fortheidentification of suitable sites forgreen hydrogen productionin Africa
within the frameworkof the Atlas of Green Hydrogen Generation Potentials in
Africa. Preliminary calculations show that Namibia offersideal conditions for
the generation of windandsolarenergyandthus for the production ofgreen
hydrogen.

However, Namibia is also themostarid countryin sub-Saharan Africa. If we
can successfully demonstratesolutionsfor seawater desalinationand hydrogen
productionunder such extreme conditions, we could provide a blueprint for
otherregionsandlay the basis fortheglobalscale-up of thehydrogen
economy. Thisis why seawater desalination is at the heart of German-
Namibian cooperation.
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Previousanalyseshaveshown thatdesalinationonly has a very minor effect on
the price of hydrogenasitaccountsforonly about1% of production costs. We
expect costs in Namibia to be equally low.

Namibia intends tobe able to export greenhydrogeneven before 2025. Due to
the country’slow population density and moderate population growth,
Namibia will be able to meet its own demand for renewable energy and green
hydrogenquickly andthus cross theexportthreshold relatively fast.

Furtherinformation:

www.h?2atlas.de

https://www.bmbf.de/bmbf/de/home/_documents/potenzialatlas-
wasserstoff-afr-ergieversorger-der-welt-werden.html


http://www.h2atlas.de/
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